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nominees would come to the Federal
bench with an agenda to roll back civil
rights and labor protections, many of
which would affect women and all
Americans.

We have held these values dear for
many decades, and I cannot stand quiet
and allow the Senate Republicans to
abuse their power. Eliminating the fili-
buster would destroy the procedures
that would protect democracy in this
institution.

The American public must stand up
and be heard.

———

HONORING HOSANNA CHURCH JUN-
IOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP FOR
THEIR EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF
IRAQI SCHOOL CHILDREN

(Mr. KLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the efforts of some
outstanding young Minnesotans.

What began as a routine service
project for the Hosanna Church Junior
High Youth Group has grown into a
community-wide effort. The students,
led by George Macaulay, set out to col-
lect school supplies for Iraqi children.
Once they had filled one box, however,
they became inspired to do more. The
students reached out to other groups
within their church, then to other com-
munity groups. As of last week, the
students had collected 20 boxes of
school supplies and were still going
strong.

I recall clearly the smiling faces of
the Iraqi schoolchildren in my first
congressional visit to Iraq 2 years ago.
They were eager to learn, and their
teachers and parents expressed grati-
tude for our assistance.

The Hosanna Youth Group is making
a meaningful contribution to these
children and demonstrating the com-
mitment of U.S. citizens to the spread
of knowledge and freedom.

I thank Mr. Macaulay, Alex, Jay,
Patrick, Jack, Justin, Alexander, and
Carter for all they have done. Their ef-
forts are an inspiration to us all.

————

DEPLETED URANIUM MUNITIONS
STUDY ACT OF 2005

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Madam Speaker,
today on behalf of 21 original Demo-
cratic co-sponsors, I am introducing
the Depleted Uranium Munitions
Study. The stakes could not be higher
for U.S. soldiers and Iraqi civilians,
and there is not a moment to lose, and
I hope the Republican leadership will
put it on the Suspension Calendar.

DU, as it is called, is a byproduct of
the uranium enrichment process. It is
toxic and has low-level radioactivity,
and it is widely used by the United
States military in Iraq.

There are countless stories of mys-
terious illnesses, higher rates of seri-
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ous illnesses and even birth defects. We
do not know what role, if any, DU
plays in the medical tragedies in Iraaq,
but we must find out.

The Pentagon says there is no evi-
dence that DU is harmful; yet the Pen-
tagon also says soldiers should wear
protective gear, including special
clothing and a respirator, using DU. An
Iraqi child has no protective gear. The
Iraqi people have no respirators. If DU
is so safe, why do American soldiers
need to wear protective clothing in the
first place?

We do not know if DU is safe or
harmful; yet we have used 150 tons in
the war so far.

Let the Pentagon prove that it is
safe.
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TOO LITTLE TOO LATE FOR
NEWSWEEK RETRACTION

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to express my displeasure that
Newsweek magazine published an inac-
curate and irresponsible story that led
to a deadly protest in Afghanistan.

The May 9 edition of Newsweek re-
ported that U.S. interrogators at Guan-
tanamo Bay used unreasonable and un-
acceptable methods to make Muslim
detainees talk. These methods purport-
edly included the desecration of the
Koran. Now Newsweek is apologizing
for running the story, saying their ‘‘of-
ficial government source’ is unsure of
the information he supplied to the
magazine.

Madam Speaker, it is too little, too
late for an apology and retraction.

While Newsweek has done the right
thing by retracting their story, it can-
not retract the irrefutable damage that
has been done. Sixteen people died for
no reason at all. Our brave men and
women in uniform are now at greater
risk. Furthermore, our country’s image
has been tarnished in the eyes of the
Muslim community across the globe.

Media outlets must be sure to check
their facts and get their story straight.
We want and need a free press, but we
must have a responsible press.

On balance, our media usually does
an outstanding job of Kkeeping the
American people informed. I hope oth-
ers will learn from this tragic mistake.

———
LAS VEGAS CENTENNIAL

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, the
city of Las Vegas is celebrating its cen-
tennial this year. This past weekend
marked the anniversary of the land
auction that founded Las Vegas, and
the city highlighted this momentous
day with special events such as the re-
turn of the Helldorado Days Parade,

May 17, 2005

baking and serving the world’s largest
birthday cake, and a reenactment of
the land auction of 1905.

Las Vegas has grown from the west-
ern railroad stop of May 15, 1905 to the
entertainment capital of the world
that welcomed a record-setting 40 mil-
lion tourists last year.

I remember as a girl with my family
driving out west in search of the Amer-
ican Dream and finding it in Las
Vegas, Nevada. Over the years, I have
watched Las Vegas become the quin-
tessential American city. Economic op-
portunity and the optimistic attitude
of our citizens welcome thousands of
new residents and millions of tourists
every month.

I am proud to be a part of the Las
Vegas community; and I wish my city,
Las Vegas, a happy 100th anniversary.
The best is yet to come.

——

IN SUPPORT OF JUSTICE
PRISCILLA OWEN

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in support of Justice Pris-
cilla Owen, Presidential nominee to
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit.

Since her nomination in May of 2001,
the Democrats have continuously
threatened to use the filibuster to
block a vote on her nomination, and
she is unable to be confirmed. All judi-
cial nominees deserve a fair up-or-down
vote on the Senate floor. This judicial
obstruction is unprecedented.

I personally know Justice Priscilla
Owen. Her record on the Supreme
Court of Texas is outstanding and she
deserves the opportunity to serve on
the U.S. Court of Appeals. Justice
Owen has had broad bipartisan support,
including the support of three former
Democratic judges on the Supreme
Court and a bipartisan group of 15 past
Presidents of the State Bar of Texas.

If the Senate employs the constitu-
tional option, it will not be changing
the rules; it will simply be restoring
the precedent and a 200-year tradition.
Justice Owen deserves a fair up-or-
down vote, as do all of President Bush’s
judicial nominees.

———

CHILD SUPPORT REINVESTMENT
ACT OF 2005

(Ms. MATSUI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, today
I rise to introduce the Child Support
Reinvestment Act of 2005. This much-
needed bill will provide States, includ-
ing my home State of California, with
important penalty vrelief, allowing
more money to flow where it should: to
the children of our State awaiting
their past-due child support payments.

California is in the process of devel-
oping the largest single statewide auto-
mated child support collection system
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in the country. Although the project
initially met with delays, California is
now on track to compliance by Sep-
tember 2006.

However, rather than reducing the
penalties as California makes progress
towards its goal, the Federal penalties
actually continue to grow, because the
penalties are based on the amount the
State invests in child support programs
for the previous year. Effectively, we
are hurting the very children that the
program is trying to help by punishing
States for doing their best to get each
child the support payments they are
owed.

My bill, the Child Support Reinvest-
ment Act, will lower the penalties and
allow the money levied in penalty to be
used for the benefit of the children in-
stead of the Federal Government’s gen-
eral fund. This is smart regulation for
the States.

——————

BORDER PATROL AND ILLEGAL
ALIENS

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, multiple news reports claim
that the U.S. Border Patrol has been
ordered to stop arresting illegal aliens
in Arizona where American citizens
have been patrolling. And why have the
agents been asked to stop these ar-
rests? Because an increase in the arrest
rate was proving the effectiveness of
the Minuteman volunteers.

I hope our government has not told
agents to stop making arrests. I hope
that the efforts of concerned citizens
were not in vain.

Our government has spent close to
$240 million to monitor the Mexican
and Canadian borders with the latest
technology. The problem? The equip-
ment does not work. What is clear is
that the Minutemen are working. Bor-
der agents credited the Minutemen
with cutting the flow of illegal aliens
with the number caught dropping from
500 a day to less than 15 per day.
Madam Speaker, new solutions are
needed; we cannot just throw money at
our problems. It is clear that a group of
concerned citizens are doing what $240
million could not do, but we need a per-
manent fix.

Madam Speaker, illegal immigration
is not simply going to go away. We
know there is a problem, and we must
take the initiative and address this
problem now.

——————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATION FALLS
SHORT

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, this
Homeland Security appropriation falls
short in many areas: port security,
first responders, interoperable commu-
nications, and aviation.
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In aviation, recent tests by the In-
spector General and the GAO show that
there are unacceptable, continuing
vulnerabilities to our system of avia-
tion, and their conclusion is simple:
the performance of finding explosives
and other threat objects will not im-
prove until we give the screeners 21st-
century technology to fight 2lst-cen-
tury threats. The junk they are work-
ing with was thrown out a decade ago
because it was inadequate for the
United States Capitol before 9/11, but
we are still using it in our airports and
demanding they find threat objects
that the machines simply cannot find.
The Subcommittee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the Committee on Appropria-
tions is failing the test too. They are
failing to protect the American trav-
eling public.

———

JUDICIAL NOMINATION OF
PRISCILLA OWEN

(Mr. HENSARLING asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker,
2 years ago this month, I rose to ex-
press my outrage with Democrats over
their treatment of my fellow Texan,
Supreme Court Justice Priscilla Owen.
Today, due to Democrats’ continued
obstruction, Justice Owen, a highly
qualified nominee from the Fifth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, is still being de-
nied a simple up-or-down vote in the
Senate.

Madam Speaker, despite unani-
mously receiving the highest possible
rating of the American Bar Associa-
tion, despite the strong, bipartisan sup-
port of several former Texas Supreme
Court Justices and 15 past presidents of
the State Bar of Texas, Texas Supreme
Court Justice Priscilla Owen has still
not received a simple up-or-down vote
for 4 years. For 4 years, Senate Demo-
crats have worked to obstruct our Con-
stitution.

When Republicans were in power dur-
ing President Clinton’s term, no judi-
cial nominee was ever deprived of a
vote due to a filibuster. Now, after 200
years of American history, Democrats
want to unilaterally change the rules.

Madam Speaker, Justice Owen has a
right to get a vote on her nomination.
Basic fairness dictates it, as does our
Constitution.

——————

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF VIETNAMESE AMERICANS

(Mr. REICHERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize an extraor-
dinary group of people, our Vietnamese
Americans.

This month, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Chairman ToM DAVIS) intro-
duced, and the House passed, an impor-
tant resolution honoring the contribu-
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tions of the Vietnamese Americans
over the past 3 decades, enriching our
society with diversity, culture, and
strength. Madam Speaker, I would like
to thank the chairman for his work on
this important issue.

Madam Speaker, 27,000 Vietnamese
Americans live in my district of Wash-
ington State. One of the most remark-
able experiences I have had as sheriff of
King County in Washington, which I
am now lucky enough to continue to
represent as Congressman, is attending
an annual event where South Viet-
namese Police officers are recognized.

When the United States pulled out of
Saigon, many were left behind. Some
were executed, some sentenced to pris-
on camps, some starved and beaten to
death, all for being friends of the
United States. And each year, these Vi-
etnamese, who spent 15 to 20 years in
prison camps, stand and salute our flag
with tears in their eyes because they
know what freedom is. They remind us
of how great our country is, and I am
privileged and proud to represent them.

————
JUSTICE OWEN: WELL QUALIFIED

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, yesterday, The Wall
Street Journal highlighted the extreme
and politically charged use of the Sen-
ate Democratic filibuster.

Editors at The Wall Street Journal
clearly articulated the audacity of the
Democrats’ radical claims against
nominee Priscilla Owen of Texas. Jus-
tice Owen is a well-respected and ac-
complished nominee who enjoys sig-
nificant bipartisan support and would
be quickly confirmed if given an up-or-
down vote. Unfortunately, Democrats
are denying her this opportunity in a
desperate attempt to hold on to Fed-
eral power and legislation through the
judicial system. Their agenda is fueled
by bitterness and is not in the best in-
terests of the American people.

Majority Leader BILL FRIST is to be
commended for maintaining the con-
stitutional case for an up-or-down vote.
Democrat obstructionism is a radical
deviation from allowing Senators to
vote for the nominees who are highly
qualified to serve our country. I sup-
port Senator FRIST’s efforts and urge
Senate Democrats to give Justice Owen
a fair vote.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September 11.

———

UP-OR-DOWN VOTE FOR JUSTICE
PRISCILLA OWEN

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, 1
too rise this morning, along with my
fellow Texans, to recommend to the
other body that they have an up-or-
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